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Issue Summary 

The U.S. Department of Educa6on has proposed a defini6on of “professional degree” 
programs that excludes nursing. This exclusion threatens access to federal student loans, 
undermines the nursing educa6on pipeline, and places the future of the healthcare 
workforce at serious risk. 

 

Why This MaGers 

• Nurses are the largest healthcare profession in the United States. 

• Advanced Prac6ce Registered Nurses (APRNs) fill cri6cal gaps in primary care, mental 
health, rural health, and chronic disease management. 

• Holis6c nurses and holis6c nursing scholars advance whole-person, integra6ve 
approaches to care that support preven6on, resilience, well-being, and human 
flourishing. 

• Holis6c nurses provide care across all popula6ons and seNngs 

• There are mul6ple points of entry into nursing, from undergraduate to doctoral 
educa6on, making nursing a key driver of workforce diversity and access. 
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Excluding nursing from the federal defini5on of “professional degree” would limit access to 
essen,al federal student loan programs, especially for: 

• First-genera6on college students 

• Students from rural, underserved, and marginalized communi6es 

• Working adults returning to school 

• Students pursuing advanced prac6ce and doctoral educa6on 

At a 5me of historic nursing shortages, burnout, and rising popula5on health needs, 
restric5ng educa5onal access will deepen—not solve—our na5onal healthcare crisis. 

Impact on Holis5c Health & Healthcare Transforma5on 

GAHN scholars lead innova6ons in: 

• Whole-person health and well-becoming  

• Integra6ve health promo6on  

• Trauma-informed care 

• Caring science, ethics, and rela6onal prac6ce 

• Developing theories, research and prac6ce models from a holis6c perspec6ve  

These contribu6ons are essen6al to healthcare transforma5on and to building systems that 
promote equity, dignity, sustainability, and human flourishing. Excluding nursing from 
professional degree recogni5on devalues these cri5cally important contribu5ons. 

 

GAHN’s Posi5on 

The Global Academy of Holis5c Nursing strongly opposes any federal defini5on of 
“professional degree” that excludes nursing. Such exclusion: 

• Disrupts equitable access to nursing educa6on 

• Disenfranchises nurses, the largest group of healthcare providers in the na6on 

• Undermines resources for the healthcare workforce  

• Expand the cri6cal nursing shortage  

• Weakens na6onal public health capacity 

• Interferes with US healthcare transforma6on goals 

• Threatens the future of holis6c nursing scholarship 



 3 

Our Call to Ac5on 

We respecWully and urgently call upon the U.S. Department of Educa5on to revise the 
proposed defini5on of “professional degree” programs to explicitly include nursing. 

Recogni6on of nursing as a professional degree is: 

• Factually accurate 

• Economically necessary 

• Educa6onally just 

• Clinically essen6al 

• Vital to na6onal health and human flourishing 

 

About the Global Academy of Holis5c Nursing (GAHN) 

GAHN is a global community of scholars commiGed to the advancement of the philosophies, 
theories, and praxes of holis5c health and healthcare transforma5on. Our members include 
nurse scholars, educators, clinicians, researchers, and leaders dedicated to whole-person 
healing and the future of caring science. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

h\ps://www.gahnscholars.org 

info@gahnscholars.org 
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